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Flying through strange times.
The aviation industry suffered badly with the COVID-19 pandemic. When the
government ordered a shutdown, activities at the HDFC came to a standstill. This did
not hamper the aviation spirit and members continue to share their aviation dreams on
Zoom and on social media. (See pages 33 and 34 for some of their posts)
The aviation industry is still important and will bounce back again. Aviation connects
people, cultures and businesses across continents. Some might be unaware that
aviation in Port Macquarie employs many locals and contribute favourably to the local socioeconomy including
tourism, freight, aviation medical services, firefighting services and so on. The Hastings District Flying Club (HDFC),
established in 1958 is proud to say that it helped shape Port Macquarie’s aviation.
HDFC is now conducting business as usual, with lots of care. So please take note of our COVID-Safe
measures.

- Ensure a thorough pre-flight including cleaning of all touchy parts both before and after flight. Cleaning
equipment is available on the hangar sink and in the club house.
- Post flight refuelling may be necessary to ensure at least 35 litres in each tank. A common courtesy for the next
pilot.
- Record body temperature with thermometer found in the club house.
- Wash your hands before and after flying for at least 20 seconds each time.
- Anti-bacterial wipes are available in the aircraft for you to wipe down seats and panels.
- Stay home if you are not feeling well.
- Read the important information section below.
I want to give you something to enjoy, COVID or not. Robin Wilson who is an Editor-at-Large with Vermilion
Pinstripes, a marketing agency that I own, wrote about his coverage of the Gulf War. So enjoy the stories in this July
issue of Propwash.
Let me know how you’re coping during these strange times by writing to the editor@hdfc.com.au.
Continue to send your stories and take good care of yourself.
Don’t give up on your aviation dreams,
Veronica
Important Information.
COVID-19 advice for industry from CASA - https://www.casa.gov.au/about-us/covid-19-advice-industry
COVID-Safe Domestic Flying—Domestic Passenger Journey Protocol - https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/aviation/
domestic-passenger-journey-protocol.aspx
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President’s Report July 2020.
Aircraft News.
Sling 1624 completed it’s first year of service
with the Club on June 14th. The popularity of
this aircraft is underlined by the six Annual/
100 hourly inspections performed in this
time.
Sling 8470 is also racking up the hours
following several weeks downtime with a
sprague clutch replacement. Both aircraft are
now available at very affordable club
member rates.

Membership Renewals
2020-2021.
It is time to renew our annual membership. The
good news is the fee has not increased
remaining at $100 for Flying Members and $40
for Social.

Rod Davison, President, HDFC.

Treasurer Dave will shortly invoice members
(except those joining in the previous three
months). Your membership is highly valued,
contributing to the financial well- being and
continued success of our club. Prompt
payment would be appreciated.

Annual General Meeting.
President’s Report July 2020.
COVID-19 Update.
Following 6 weeks of shutdown flying recommenced under strict
hygiene protocols on the 1st May. Demand has been high with a
record 103 hours logged during June. Flying competitions for
May and June occurred without the usual BBQ lunch.
Friday night socialising recommenced early June with enthusiasm.
Virtual socialising via Zoom during the shutdown allowed
members to remain connected.
Hopefully this return to normality continues as we remain mindful
of the hygiene protocols required.

The HDFC AGM will be conducted on
Wednesday 19th August. Mark your calendars
now. A formal notice of meeting will be issued
closer to the date.

Congratulations David.
We are very proud of keen club member David
Cooke who is now known as Dr David Rolla
Cooke OAM. An Order of Australia Medal was
bestowed upon David in the 2020 Queen’s
Birthday Honours for service to aviation and
medicine. Very well deserved and about time
we say. Well done and congratulations to a true
aviation enthusiast.
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President’s Report July 2020.
Annual General Meeting
2020.
Wednesday, 19 August 2020 from 7
pm to 9 pm at the HDFC Club House.

Agenda.
- Apologies
- Confirmation of Minutes of the 2019 AGM
- President’s Report
- Financial Report

Congratulations Steve.
Popular CFI, Steve Smith, recently celebrated an 80th
birthday. His long and distinguished aviation career was
recognised and applauded by members and friends at a
recent club function. Following eighty orbits of the sun,
Steve is still going strong presenting as much younger
than his years. He is an inspiration to all, remaining a
passionate club member who brings expertise and
dedication to his CFI role.

Congratulations Ray.
After much perseverance Ray Lind has succeeded in
regaining his Class 2 CASA medical certificate. This has
allowed Ray’s return to instructing along with his Club
Captain duties. The club is delighted to have Ray back
instructing as his expertise and commitment to students
is unquestionable.

Parallel Taxiway.
The long awaited PMQ parallel taxiway will proceed
following a 3.5 million dollar Regional Airports grant to
Port Macquarie-Hastings Council. This is great news
although we will need to wait a little longer with work not
scheduled to commence until mid 2021.
Stay COVID safe and enjoy your flying.

- Appointment of Auditor for the financial year
ending 30 June 2021
- Membership fees for 2021-22
- Election of Office Bearers and Committee for
the year 2020-21. Note: All members of the
current Committee will retire on 19 August
2020 although some may wish to stand again.
Nominations correctly completed on the form
below must be received by the Secretary, or
posted on the club noticeboard, by
Wednesday 12 August 2020.
- Discussion of matters which members may
legally present, notice of such matters being
provided to the President seven (7) calendar
days prior to the meeting.
No member is entitled to vote at the AGM unless
all moneys presently payable to the Club have
been paid in full.
This agenda and an audited copy of the
2019-2020 Annual Accounts will be posted on
the Club notice board seven (7) days prior to the
meeting.
Bruce Dunlop – Hon Secretary – June 2020

Download AGM Form

Rod
PRESIDENT@HDFC.COM.AU

Join HDFC
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Dr. David Rolla Cooke OAM.
Photos courtesy of The North-West Star, 16 January 1970

Mount Isa - Dr. David Cooke turns
dentist.

Dr. David Rolla
Cooke OAM.
7 June 2020 - Dr. David Rolla
Cooke was recognised in

Mother and minutes-old baby
waiting in a ward for Dr. Cooke’s visit.

Dr Cooke, known to us as a
“pilot who practices
medicine”, recalls a variety of
cases in remote parts of
Australia.

Queen's Birthday honours for

In one day, he might pull out

service to medicine and

an aching tooth, deliver a

aviation.

baby, circumcise a young

Dr. Cooke started out as a
pilot and then went into
medicine. He gave up flying
and studied medicine at

In another ward, Dr. David Cooke
performs a delicate nose surgery.

Aborigine, operate on a dog

“I would perform
routine clinics and the
occasional emergency
evacuation. You fly
into somewhere and

with a broken leg and supply

sew someone up or

umpteen doses of Sabin

set their fracture. You

vaccine.

had to do everything
by eyeball and by feel

Sydney University for six

Dr Cooke still flies his plane to

years.

practice in South West Rocks

— we diagnosed and

on the Mid North Coast. He

treated the heart

“I realised that as a doctor I
could always fly but as a pilot I
couldn’t do medicine.”
He has been a GP for 55 years
and doctor with the Royal
Flying Doctor Service and
aviation member of HDFC.

has no intention of retiring
from his medical practices in
Port Macquarie and nearby

attacks without any
cardiographs, set

South West Rocks, which takes

fractures without x-

him only 11 minutes in the air.

rays in those days."

Congratulations David and we
thank you for looking after us.
Propwash July 2020 | hdfc.com.au
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Dr. David Rolla Cooke OAM.

Dr. David Cooke’s service
to medicine.
- General Practitioner, Lighthouse
Medical Centre, Port Macquarie, since
1998.

- Former General Practitioner,
Gunnedah, prior to 1998.

- Flies his own aircraft to remote areas
including South West Rocks, to provide
General Practitioner services, current.

- Air Crew Medical Examiner, 50 years.

Dr. David Cooke’s service
to aviation.
- Co-Founder (with son) and occasional
Pilot, Avcair Pty Ltd, since 2001.

Dr. David Rolla Cooke OAM.
Australia’s Oldest Flying Family.
In 1915, Dr. David Cooke’s Grandfather Lionel Cooke was the
11th person ever issued with a pilot’s license in Australia and
made a career from instructing young pilots to fly the Bristol
Boxkite. Lionel’s son Rolla Cooke, flew in World War II as a
Spitfire Fighter pilot.

- Former Vice-President and Member,
Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association.

- Doctor, Royal Flying Doctor Service,
New South Wales, Queensland and the
Northern Territory, 1960s-1970s.

- Member (appointed by then Minister
for Transport, the Honourable John
Anderson), Advisory Board, Aviation
Safety, late 1990s - early 2000s.

The flying gene was then passed onto Rolla’s son, Dr. David
Cooke. A Flying Doctor with over 50 years of flying experience
to date, and showing no sign of stepping away from the
controls anytime soon, the passion for aviation has always been
strong in Australia’s oldest flying family.
David’s sons Michael and Anthony, both pilots are the men
behind Avcair, an air charter business.

Holiday trip for aviators and families: RFDS
Visitor Experience in Dubbo.
Book tickets here.

Propwash July 2020 | hdfc.com.au
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Dr. David Cooke - Affair with a gyrocopter.

Affair with a gyrocopter.
Late last year we were having dinner in a local restaurant with a
friend, David Massey, when he asked me what Liz would think
of us doing a conversion to a gyrocopter.
She was just getting over my learning to fly a helicopter after
sixty years of fixed wing and I looked searchingly at her. Her
resigned tolerant smile encouraged me.
My knowledge of gyrocopters consisted of an ancient Cierva
Autogyro which resided at the back of a hangar in Bankstown. I
also knew some brave maniacs in the bush who chased cattle
around in homemade bits of wood and a wicker seat making
lots of noise and frightening the populace – and the cows!
The rotorcraft of today have come of age with high standards
of tuition and manufacture and so it was that my friend and I
arranged for an instructor to teach us in a machine owned by
local flying instructor Brian Chow.

The open cockpit craft was a little
daunting, looking like a motor bike
with a rotor on top and a pusher
Rotax engine to make it go.
After helicopters, where “auto
rotation” is an emergency, it seems
that a gyrocopter is always in auto
rotation – a concept that at first
puzzled me until I studied the theory
behind it all. Like a child’s toy fan held
out the car window, the airflow turns
the rotor and the outer part of the
blades provides lift.
The machine cannot stall and has a
flight envelope of zero to one
hundred knots, being able to turn in
its own length!
Propwash July 2020 | hdfc.com.au
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Dr. David Cooke - Affair with a gyrocopter.

Our instructor Neil Farr came from Liberty Sky, a company in Manilla near Tamworth. A very experienced and longsuffering tutor, he started our lessons between rain showers in the typical coastal climate.
I was told a gyrocopter looked like a helicopter and flew like an aeroplane, but that is not strictly true.
Taxiing out to the runway was fairly straightforward. So far so good. We line up on the runway and connect the
rotor to the engine. With a bit of vibration, the blades speed up as one holds the cyclic stick forward. The engine is
disconnected from the rotor and I release the brake and pull the stick back.
Within seconds and quite behind the whole exercise, I find the nose rises. The idea is to proceed with the nose
wheel just above the ground. We are airborne before I am ready for it and Neil coaches me to hold the machine
just above the ground by pushing the stick forward.
At 55 knots we start to rise like a lift. There is a lag when one moves the stick so that over-controlling causes
exaggerated movement and although the aircraft is unstable, I am making it worse trying to chase it. It is the
opposite of fixed wing flight where small control movements smooth the bumps. It takes me a while to work this
out and meantime I am squeezing the life out of the stick. In cruise, like a helicopter, it feels like an aeroplane
although climb and descent is dependent upon power rather than attitude. It is strange to be out in the open, like
riding a motorbike in the sky.
We come back to circuits. The approach is at 45 degrees. We thunder down and flare at 1 metre. It is quite spooky
to be this close to the runway and then touchdown and stop almost immediately.
Off we go again doing 500 feet circuits. There is a slight imbalance in the rotor blades, and I find it hard to ignore
the shuddering. If it were my Chipmunk doing that, I would be worried.
“Its fine,” says Neil. I try to relax.
“Your knuckles are white Dave.
I’ll improve. Neil tells me, I will improve. It’s not difficult, just different.
It is actually simple but because it is not intuitive, one has to think it through and try to change old habits into new
ones.
It’s given me a new challenge and I look forward to overcoming it, and it is so much fun!
We won’t be having further lessons and going solo until the virus has gone away. Hope I haven’t forgotten
everything I’ve learnt by then!
David Cooke © 2020
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AT THE GULF
WAR FRONT
LINE
Robin Wilson is a former UK
newspaper journalist and PR man,
now living in Thailand. Here he
relates how almost 30 years ago
his work with Rolls-Royce in the
Arabian Gulf gave him an airborne
front seat view of the UK Royal Air
Force’s combat preparations.
Robin is now the Editor-At-Large
with Vermilion Pinstripes, the
publisher of this Propwash.
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At the Gulf War Front Line - Robin Wilson.
Photos courtesy of Robin Wilson

Robin Wilson posing on an abandoned Iraqi T-42 tank in
newly-liberated Kuwait

1960s-era flight deck of the RAF Vickers VC-10 tanker

On the Edge of a Storm.

The rest of the day was a maelstrom

international news reporters and

of activity as other clients around

film crews who’d all been refused

As Iraqi tanks rolled into Kuwait on

the world woke up to the news and

entry to Bahrain and were now

the morning of 1st August 1990 I

frantically got in touch for

decamping en masse to Dubai as

sat at my desk in Bahrain, about

information. Phone lines to Kuwait

the next closest site to the action.

300 miles away, blissfully unaware

were still intact (no mobile phones

of all the catastrophic global events

or internet in those days) and we

about to unfold that would lead to

were able to use media contacts to

Desert Storm.

build up a picture of what was

It was a Thursday morning, on the

going on.

And Dubai had a strange air about
it, with Kuwaiti families who’d
managed to escape their country
already arriving to seek sanctuary. I
went with one of our Arabic staff to

brink of our weekend (the Bahrain

It was a grim scenario – of

a local English language

working week was Saturday-

helicopter gunships clattering

newspaper office, where she

Thursday morning), with thoughts

across the city; tanks rumbling

assisted in translating some of their

turning to cold beers and a hot day

down residential roads; troops

tearful tales for reporters.

of water skiing.

bursting into houses, hotels and

This pleasant reverie was
dramatically dashed by a phone
call from the marketing director of

offices to round everyone up; and
widespread looting of shops and
malls.

Conversely, westerners were
already leaving in droves. The
American staff of my client Ford
Motor Company were among the

our client DHL, who broke the news

That evening I was on a flight to

first to go, on a flight back to the US

of the invasion and asked for

Dubai to take the reins of our office

that very evening.

assistance in using our contacts to

there, in place of the manager who

find details of what was happening

was away on holiday. There was

in Kuwait City – specifically of their

excitement aboard the ageing Gulf

staff now trapped there.

Air Boeing 737 - crammed full of

Despite Dubai being at the other
end of the Gulf from Kuwait, an
edge of anxiety grew during the
two weeks I was there, fuelled by

Propwash July 2020 | hdfc.com.au
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At the Gulf War Front Line - Robin Wilson.
Photos courtesy of Robin Wilson

RAF Tornados on patrol above their base at Bahrain’s
Muharraq Airport (taken by accompanying Tornado pilot)

distribution of pamphlets on how
to survive a poison gas attack and
continual low-level flights of UAE
Air Force Mirage formations across
the city.
Two weeks later I returned to the
Bahrain office to find a similar state
of growing anxiety. As the weeks
went by and international
resolution against Saddam Hussein
hardened, there was increased
awareness that some kind of armed
conflict was inevitable.

A Base for Contact.

Tornado on low-level desert exercise (taken by
accompanying Tornado pilot)

the months leading up to the end
of the year. Even national carrier
Gulf Air moved its aircraft and
operations to Muscat in Oman.
The everyday sound of commercial
jet engines had been replaced by
distinctive roars of military jets, as
RAF squadrons of Tornado and
Jaguar ground attack aircraft
arrived to take up residence and
carry out training sorties.
On relaying this news to RollsRoyce in London and liaising with
the Middle East sales manager, I
was given a vague request to make

One of my clients was Rolls-Royce,

contact with the RAF at Muharraq

with work providing PR support for

and see what could be done in

its Middle East team selling engines

terms of publicity.

and maintenance management to
the various regional airlines and air
forces.

That may sound strange in these
days of strategic PR campaigns,
internet news feeds and YouTube

Bahrain’s Muharraq Airport wasn’t

influencers, but in the context of

far from our office in Manama and

the time it was accepted practice to

had gradually become quieter as

think on your feet to make the most

international airlines pulled out in

of any opportunities.

The casual nature of how I made
contact with the RAF is another
snapshot of a different era in
communications: I hired Tony, one
of our local photographers, and
that afternoon we made or way to
Muharraq where, unusually, we had
our pick of slots in a deserted car
park.
We strolled unchallenged into the
airside area and eventually
encountered two armed RAF
Regiment guards taking shelter
from the fierce sunshine in the
shade of a building.
They stared at us curiously, but
made no challenge. I explained
who were and asked if they could
direct us to someone of authority in
the RAF squadrons. They asked
who we were, but not for any proof
of identity, then directed us to a
collection of Portacabins further
inside the airside area.
The first two we looked into were
Propwash July 2020 | hdfc.com.au
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At the Gulf War Front Line - Robin Wilson.
Photos courtesy of Robin Wilson

With a line-up of RAF Tornados at the Muharraq base

empty, but in the third one a couple
of men in camouflage fatigues were
sitting at a table and looked up at
us with the same curious stare.
Again, I explained who we were
and said I was looking for someone
who could assist with access for
publicity and PR purposes. One of
them said: “Well, they’ve asked me
to do that, but I’ve never done it
before. What would you like to do?”
We had a chat and asked if we
could do some photography of
aircraft, if possible. He consulted a
chart on the wall and said: “We’ve
got some going up soon, will that

Slipping beneath the rear of the other VC-10 for air-to-air
refuelling practice

We parked at the end of the runway

the incident, he apologised and by

and stood nearby, watching in awe

way of recompense asked us if

as pairs of Tornados took off on

we’d be interested in getting some

afterburners, just a short distance

air-to-air photography during an

away from our vantage point.

operation scheduled for the next

This impressive spectacle was
suddenly interrupted by the arrival
of another Jeep that screeched to a

morning. Silly question.

Mid-Air Displays.

halt alongside us. A person attired

As the sun rose next morning Tony

in what I at first took to be

and I arrived once again at

pantomime military uniform of

Muharraq and met our PR man in

garish colours leapt out.

his Portacabin. Not knowing what to

He strode toward us, his face
contorted in rage, and started
shouting in a mix of Arabic and
pidgin English. He was a senior

expect, we jumped into his Jeep
and were driven out to a runway
where a 1960s-era Vickers VC-10 in
camouflage grey was parked with
its engines ticking over.

do?”

Bahrain Air Force officer, almost
apocalyptic with anger at our

We were ushered to the flight deck,

Of course, we readily agreed and

unapproved intrusion on his

welcomed by a smiling Captain and

were soon in the back of a Jeep

airfield.

First Officer and told to take a jump

being driven by him at some speed
out to the runway, passing
alongside a line of Tornados freshly
decked-out in “Desert Pink”
camouflage paint taxiing noisily
along the runway.

However, our new-found RAF PR
man managed to calm him down
with some soothing words, then
drove us back to his Portacabin
office. Obviously embarrassed by

seat each. There was no point in
asking where we were going, so we
sat back and watched the take-off
procedures.
Once airborne the VC-10 banked
Propwash July 2020 | hdfc.com.au
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At the Gulf War Front Line - Robin Wilson.
Photos courtesy of Robin Wilson

Single-seat Jaguars refuelling alongside our VC-10

Jaguars lining up to refuel from the other VC-10

sharply and climbed for a while,

Our VC-10 unreeled fuel lines with

walkway, wondering what else was

before the Captain invited us to

basket-shaped drogues from its

in store.

unbuckle and – if we liked – to look

wings and the nearest Jaguar, now

around the aircraft. We stepped out

with a retractable nose probe

of the cockpit and strolled along a

extended, moved in to connect

walkway above a huge tank running

with the drogue and take on fuel,

the length of the fuselage, for this

before peeling off to loiter

VC-10 was an RAF tanker for air-to-

alongside us while his wingman

air refuelling.

approached to carry out the same

Just when we thought that was the
end of the show, a flight of
Tornados appeared, again as if
from nowhere, taking up position
alongside us. “They don’t need any
fuel,” said the Captain. “They just

procedure.

want their picture taken.”

flying – their instrument panel and

This was repeated with a number of

For the next ten minutes or so these

controls seemed basic and

Jaguars refuelling from lines on

unsophisticated compared to

both wings of our aircraft, darting in

modern flight decks – so we didn’t

and out like bees around a

ask them anything about where we

honeypot. We were so fascinated

were going and for what, and they

by this drama taking place right

didn’t volunteer any information

under our noses we failed to see

either.

another VC-10 tanker nearby

The crew were preoccupied with

carrying out the same duties with
So, for the next hour we flew over

more Jaguars, until our crew

anonymous desert terrain, both of

pointed it out.

us waiting for something to
happen.

Refuelling completed, all the
Jaguars fell away together and

After a while, it did. Suddenly, out

disappeared. Once again, we were

of nowhere, pairs of sleek Jaguars

left to watch the crew’s flying

were keeping pace alongside us.

operations and wander the

Propwash July 2020 | hdfc.com.au

Tornados jinked and danced next
to us, arranging themselves in
stacks and slanted lines for Tony’s
benefit. They were stacked in
formation when, as one, they all
lifted their noses slightly and shot
up, backwards and away to
become instant pinpricks in the sky.
We then noticed the other VC-10
had crept closer to us, and watched
as it went above and ahead. As our
crew moved us right underneath its
rear it unreeled a central fuel line,
the basket drogue swaying
uncomfortably close in front of our
windscreen.
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At the Gulf War Front Line - Robin Wilson.
Photos courtesy of Robin Wilson

The other VC-10’s basket drogue swaying uncomfortably
near

A chance for a close look inside a Tornado cockpit

This was a practice of tanker-to-

we swapped positions with the

resemblance to the effects of the

tanker refuelling, using the long

other VC10 for them to practice the

Covid-19 pandemic – the streets

probe protruding from above our

same maneuvre, before heading

emptied, traffic disappeared and

cockpit. With our VC-10 gently

back to Bahrain.

the atmosphere was tense despite

swaying beneath the other, the
Captain took control and deftly
steered our probe into the drogue.
He backed us out then turned the
First Officer, inviting him to do the

Our PR man was on the runway to
meet us and as we talked with him,
we suddenly ducked in shock as
the Tornados roared above us line

bars still being open. We went to
work with gas masks and taped up
our windows to guard against glass
injuries in the event of explosions.

astern at rooftop height, before

None of this was far-fetched, as

gesture.

opening their swing-wings and

Bahrain was well in range of

pulling up in a gentle pirouette to

Saddam’s Scud missiles, and as well

What followed was an excruciating

circle back and land. “That’s just

as the RAF at Muharraq there was a

period watching the First Officer

them bouncing the base,” said the

massive US presence at a newly-

trying manfully to repeat the

PR man.

built air base in the south of the

same with a theatrical hand

Captain’s feat. Time and again he
edged the probe nearer the
drogue, only for it to slip past at the

On the Front Line.

island.
In fact, later on during the conflict
TV screens in the bars we

last minute. Sweat coursed down

Our airborne experience featured

the side of his face while the

in Rolls-Royce’s employee

Captain stared into the middle

newspaper, together with other

distance and we kept a diplomatic

reports from what was now Desert

silence. Finally, he managed to slot

Shield’s front line of Bahrain, as the

the probe in, to palpable relief all

months rolled by and Saddam

round.

Hussein dug his forces into Kuwait.

a mile from my apartment.

The tense atmosphere lifted with

The atmosphere in Bahrain during

The RAF’s Muharraq air base

some banter between them, then

this countdown bore a lot of

frequented turned red with
warnings of possible missile attacks
and one night a Scud managed to
evade the US Patriot defence
system to land in the sea about half

security was considerably more
Propwash July 2020 | hdfc.com.au
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At the Gulf War Front Line - Robin Wilson.
Photos courtesy of Robin Wilson

Abandoned Iraqi truck and its scattered cargo of
munitions

Remains of an Iraqi self-propelled gun

buttoned-up from our first visit
there. Pilots of DHL’s Fairchild
Metros who flew in and out daily
from Saudi Arabia were warned to
be absolutely exact on their
approaches, as any deviations
could potentially trigger the
protective surface-to-air missile
system.
When the deadline for Iraq to
withdraw from Kuwait expired on
the night of 16th January we were
in a local bar as the DJ played “The
Final Countdown.” Later in the early
hours we listened as the RAF
Tornados and Jaguars took off from
Muharraq to head off to Iraq and an
endless stream of military aircraft
passed overhead from the US base.
My involvement with the RAF
squadrons continued throughout
the war – although mainly confined
to the bar of The Gulf Hotel they’d
adopted as an Officers’ Mess – and
ended with a flourish when RollsRoyce asked for a picture story on
Propwash July 2020 | hdfc.com.au

the reliability of a particular

Kuwait by the occupying Iraqi

Tornado’s engine during the

forces.

conflict.

Nowadays I look back on the whole

Interestingly, that picture story on

experience in wonder at the

the front page of the employee

apparent naivety of the time, when

newspaper drew more comments

Tony and I were able to wander into

complaining about the Tornado’s

a military base and be granted such

risqué nose art, than praise for the

up close and personal access.

engine itself.

I also honour those brave RAF

After the end of the war and the

pilots – in particular those who

liberation of Kuwait my wheel came

died, or were captured during the

full circle when client DHL, which

conflict.

had broken the news of the
invasion to me all those months
ago, took me there on one of their
aircraft to research a magazine
feature on the rebuilding of its
services.
With the skies above Kuwait City
black with smoke from sabotaged
oil wells – the same smoke that
drifted down the Gulf over Bahrain
and polluted the air for months
afterwards - I was able to see for
myself the devastation wrought on

The RAF was described in 1940 by
one of its Battle of Britain pilots as:
“The best flying club in the world,”
and that spirit was definitely still
there in Bahrain.
YouTube video – RAF Tornado GR1 Bahrain
Desert Storm – an insight into the
atmosphere of these now faraway days.
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At the Gulf War Front Line - Robin Wilson.
Photos courtesy of Robin Wilson

A burnt-out Kuwait City shopping mall, looted and
wrecked during the Iraqi occupation

Crates of Russian-made shells left in the rooms of a beach
resort

Rolls-Royce employee newspaper front page story, with
the nose art that sparked readers’ complaints

Our VC-10 refuelling partner in close formation

We went to work with gas masks and taped up our windows to guard against glass
injuries in the event of explosions.
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RAY LIND
Flying through Time
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Ray Lind - Flying through Time.
What changes have
you noticed through
the years in terms of
flying?
Time is the other thing that flies here,
and yes there have been progression
and change, though I’d say the actual
flying strategy itself hasn't changed at
all. We still use the same format, the
same tried and tested lesson plans
which basically started probably a
century ago when they first started
flying. These are military ways of
teaching, and very, very regimented,
and it works well.
What has changed is the type of
equipment. In the old days, we had
Tiger moths and biplanes and very
simplistic aircraft with very basic
instrumentation. These days, with the

way modern technology is advancing,
training aircraft now have very
sophisticated glass cockpit
instruments. This means students
need to be trained how to use them,
but having said that, many pick it up

Ray Lind, Senior Flying Instructor and
Club Captain of HDFC.

really quickly, given the technological
world we live in. The quality of the
aircraft we use has also advanced.
The older ones were slower and less

Flying Through Time.

responsive. Students love the

5 July 2020 - Ray Lind speaks to Focus Magazine about

they're very fast. An example of that is

modern machines we fly now and

Learning to Fly. Read the article here.

the Sling Two, which is what we use at

Ray Lind has been teaching flying for more than 30 years at the

a two-seater trainer, low-wing and a

Hastings District Flying Club (HDFC). Ray has been taking to the

good one to use for training.

the Hastings District Flying Club. It is

skies for 35 years and flying is very much a part of his life. From
being a school teacher to becoming a flying instructor, Ray has
blended his passion with his profession.
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Ray Lind - Flying through Time.
What is the biggest challenge students
face?
Landing the aircraft.
It is also not easy for the instructor to teach the student, but the
beauty of it is, once you’ve learnt it, you never forget it. At
HDFC, students are taught properly and they become very
good, confident pilots who can land consistently.

Who can learn how to fly? Is there an
age restriction?
At the Hastings District Flying Club we have a very wide range
of flying students. Generally we start them flying at around
about 14, provided they're physically big enough. They can
start at 14 but they can't go solo until they're 15. Kids that age
are really fast so they pick up flying very, very quickly. The
inspiring thing about flying is, age is a number and not an
impediment. We have students in their 80s and we even had
one who was learning to fly in his 90s. And he was thoroughly
enjoying it! So we have a whole age range at the Hastings
District Flying Club and it doesn't matter what age you are at. If
you enjoy a challenge, you like the idea of flying and want to
learn, the sky is your limit. I would add that if you want to make
a career out of flying, then it is helpful to start quite young.
HDFC provides opportunities for experienced pilots to
participate in a monthly flying competition or pilot proficiency
day to maintain and upgrade their qualifications.

Where do I start if I want to learn to
fly?
The best way is to purchase a Discovery Flight and

“Our goal as a flying school is
to produce GREAT and
RESPECTED Pilots. We do this
by ensuring total aviation
safety and disciplined
airmanship through accurate
and professional flying
training”, Ray Lind.

experience what flying is all about. With one of our professional
flight instructors at your side, you will actually get to fly our
Sling aircraft across the coast and town of Port Macquarie.
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Ray Lind - Flying through Time.

During your 30 minute hands-

District Flying Club offers

At the Hastings District Flying

on flight, you will learn the

generally two, sometimes

Club, we start from ab initio,

basics of taxiing, take-off and

three scholarships per year for

the very first stage with

maintaining straight and level

youths. These help students

virtually no knowledge, and

flight. Best of all, you can log

through that early stage of

students do all their exams

the flight time in your pilot's

flying. Applications for

with us right through to get

logbook if you decide to

scholarships start from the

their Pilot's Certificate. They

continue flying training.

third quarter of the year when

finally get a cross country

we approach schools and

endorsement which entitles

give them information about

them to fly anywhere in

the scholarships. We usually

Australia.

Note: Passenger's weight limit
is 95kg

Are there any
incentives to help
young people get

get many applications. What
we are really proud of is how

Why would youths

some of our earliest

want to train at

scholarship students have
gone through the training and

started on flying?

now have very successful

Flying can be fairly expensive.

flying for Cathay Pacific - one

Even though HDFC's rates are
the most affordable, it would
still cost anywhere from five to
six thousand to get certified,
and that can be difficult for
families, so the Hastings

flying careers. Several are now
is a First Officer and another is
about to become a First
Officer flying out of Hong
Kong. Others are now in the
military and progressing well
in their careers.

HDFC?
HDFC is very attractive for
young people, firstly being in
Port Macquarie where flying
around the coast, along the
beaches and over to the
ranges is an exhilarating
experience which you have to
try for yourself to understand.
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Ray Lind - Flying through Time.
Photo courtesy of Stuart Lyall Photography

Our training aircraft: Sling 2 available for hire at $150/hr to HDFC Members and 180/hr to Guest Pilots

You see Port Macquarie in a

HDFC is at present training

Youths have great energy, are

completely different light.

two more experienced pilots

quick learners and have a real

HDFC’s other strong point is

to become flying instructors.

thirst to soar, and I also enjoy

that we have a range of very

Our training

others who are learning to fly

experienced instructors. We
have seven. Some have had

aircraft.

airline experience and

on a recreational basis.
Ultimately, flying is a passion
and people who do enjoy it,

clocked up many hours

We are also very proud of our

they generally go right

through their careers. They do

two training aircraft - the Sling

through the training and get

this beyond a job and beyond

Two which are presently

as far as they can. There is this

a hobby as it is their passion

training a record number of

desire to know what it is like

and they are always ready to

students. These aircraft are

to bring a plane all the way up

give their best to the students

available for hire at $150/hr

and feel the freedom of flying.

and are available at any time.

for members and $180/hr for

It is motivating for me to see

Some start training as early as

non-members.

people of all ages wanting to

six in the morning! So there is

Why keep

learn to fly and it is also a joy

a lot of flexibility to cater to

for me to share my

what students need. HDFC

returning to the

ensures that the standards of

skies?

them.

Other than being able to

Ray Lind.

flying instruction are met in
accordance to CASA and
delivered with the highest
quality they deserve.
Ultimately, HDFC has a long
history of flying training. It
started 62 years ago and it is
still going strong, bringing a
love for flying to many
generations.

enjoy the beautiful sites of

experience and passion with

Port Macquarie from way up

Hastings District Flying Club

high, teaching flying gives me
the joy of helping people

Oliver Dr, Port Macquarie
Airport

achieve their goals,

t/ 0428 820 698

overcoming their challenges
and sharing the love for flying
with so many people across

e/ lindflight@gmail.com
w/ www.hdfc.com.au

ages and backgrounds.
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Learn to Fly with HDFC.

Types of Flying Training at HDFC.
Discovery Flight (TIF): A 30-40 minute “hands on” flight designed to
allow you to experience being a pilot to decide if you would like to start
flying training. Cost is $150.
Pilot Certificate: Pilot training course conducted in accordance with the
RA-AUS Operations Manual.
Flight Endorsements:
- Passenger Carrying
- Cross Country
- High Performance
- Formation
- Low Level
- Nose Wheel
- Controlled Airspace (available when approved by RA-Aus and CASA
Biennial Flight Review (BFR): BFRs are available for existing RA-Aus
Pilot Certificate holders. BFR cost is $210 an hour in the Sling.
GA Pilot Conversion: If you are an existing GA pilot, why not think
about gaining your Recreational Pilot Certificate. Minimum 5 hours
including 1 hour solo.
Right Hand Seat Safety Course: An excellent course for partners of
pilots who fly regularly in the right hand seat. We will teach you
aeroplane handling skills, how to land and emergency procedures.

Estimated Cost to obtain a Recreational
Aviation Pilot Certificate
(total estimated at $5,000 minimum)
HDFC membership (must have): $100/year.
RAAus membership (must have): under 18
$179 per year; over 18 $250 per year plus $22
joining fee.
Basic Aeronatical Knowledge Theory Kit
(BAK): $100.
Ground briefings (must do) 12 topics,
about 12-15 hours: $30/hr
Aircraft hire (at least 20 air instruction
hours on Sling) 5% discount available for
10 hours pre-paid: $150/hr
Instructor (approximately 20-25 hours): $60/hr
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Want to know what flying is all about?

Buy a Discovery Flight at
$150 (vouchers available).
A 30-40 minute “hands on”
flight designed to allow you to
experience being a pilot to
decide if you would like to start
flying training.
BUY NOW
https://www.hdfc.com.au/online-store/
Voucher-Trial-Introductory-Flight-p44667992

Ray Lind - May Flying Competition.
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HDFC Flying Competition.
CLUB CAPTAIN’S REPORT - RAY LIND

May Flying Competition 2020.
Our May competition was approached by our pilots with a high level of enthusiasm and relief
that the weather was very kind to us, despite a suspicious looking forecast. After our last two
comps were cancelled due to the coronavirus, our pilots were much in need of some general
currency flying which of course the HDFC provides through the comps at a very economical
price. Today we welcomed student pilot, Jon Bown for his first attempt at competition flying and
he immediately saw the great benefits and the rich learning experience to be gained towards
achieving his pilot’s certificate. We had eight (8) pilots fly the competition sequence.
June Flying Competition 2020.
We had eight competitors who came out to fly for our competition / currency exercises. The aim
of our competitions of course is to assist our pilots in any way possible so that they may remain
safe, confident and current with their flying at the very affordable price of only $100 an hour. The
Sling Aircraft also continues to grow in popularity with our pilots and is an ideal aircraft for our
training as well as general use. The worst thing about the aircraft is the difficulty encountered
while getting into and out of the cockpit, especially for those who are less agile than others. Great
care must be taken so that we don’t damage the wings or flaps by only putting our weight on the
designated BLACK section.
Propwash July 2020 | hdfc.com.au

28

Ray Lind - May Flying Competition.
OVERALL.

With some very accurate and
professional flying, Rod
Davison gained the highest
points today. He scored 256
points overall. Rod’s very
exacting style of flying is an
excellent example for all of
our pilots to try and emulate.
Second place was gained by
Mark Whatson on 199 points
and gaining the third highest
scores were Dave Mitchell
and John Cleland, both on
160 points.
Well done to all of our
participating pilots.
PHOTO: No more hand shakes due to COVID-19 so here you see May Flying Competition Winner Rod
Davison (left) doing an elbow bump with HDFC Club Captain Ray Lind (right).

1000' CIRCUIT (Spot Landing).
In this exercise we required the
pilot to fly a perfect circuit with
altitudes within +/-50’ tolerance for
the whole sequence plus strict
airspeed monitoring. This proved to
be a perfect exercise to get our
pilots comfortable with their
currency levels and to re familiarise
themselves with the slightly
different procedures for flying the
Sling safely and efficiently.
Our results were:
1st Rod Davison 112 pts, 2nd Mark
Whatson 86 pts, 3rd John Cleland
79 pts
RIVER BASH.
This is a coordinated Flying
Exercise up the Maria River which
requires careful attention from the
pilot to maintain exactly 600’, keep
the aircraft balanced at all times

and remain positioned exactly over
the centre of the river. Flying the
Sling at low level operations also
requires the pilot to apply the fuel
pump and then of course to turn it
off once the aircraft is climbing and
at a safe height.
1st David Mitchell 57 pts, 2nd John
Cleland 54pts, 3rd Rod Davison 53
pts
FORCED LANDING.
The Sling does glide quite nicely
and the only extra thing is
remembering to apply the fuel
pump as the first check once the
Forced Landing has commenced.
Today, in this exercise the pilot
experienced a simulated total
engine failure at 2000’ over the
field.

BONUS LANDING POINTS.
Bonus landing points are gained by
the pilot landing CORRECTLY and
SMOOTHLY on the mains, holding
the column HARD BACK, (nose
wheel well above this runway) and
the undercarriage straddling the
CENTRE LINE. A landing which is
too firm or bounced gains no points
at all. A maximum of 40 points can
be gained with the two landings.
1st Mark Crawford and Mark
Whatson, 30 points, 2nd Rod
Davison 20 points, 3rd Dave
Mitchell 10 pts.

NEXT FLYING COMP:
Sunday 19 July 2020 from 8 am

1st Rod Davison 71 pts, 2nd Dave
Mitchell 41 pts, 3rd Mark Whatson
40 pts
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Ray Lind - June Flying Competition.
OVERALL RESULTS.

With some exemplary flying in the Sling, Rod Davison came first on
246 pts.
2nd was John Cleland on 208 pts and 3rd David Mitchell on 204 pts.
Well done to all of our participating pilots.

FLYING COMPETITIONS ARE PILOT PROFICIENCY DAYS TO PROMOTE
SAFE AND PROFESSIONAL FLYING.
Monthly Flying Competitions are held on the 3rd Sunday of each month
(weather permitting) to encourage our pilots (student pilots included) to
fly and maintain currency. To achieve this, we have each pilot fly with a
mentoring check pilot or one of our instructors. The aim is to be better
than your last performance.
HDFC charges only $100 an hour with no instructor charge for these
special days. Each exercise usually takes 0.5 of an hour so this is definitely
the cheapest, most beneficial form of flying for our pilots to maintain their
confidence and currency.

500' LOW LEVEL CIRCUIT (Spot
Landing).
In this exercise we simulate very
bad weather with low cloud making
visibility extremely poor. Today we
were using RWY 03 which put us on
the western side of the runway,
away from residential areas, which
is ideal for low level operations. The
pilot has to slow the aircraft down,
use one stage of flap, apply the fuel
pump as for all low level operations
and stay in close to the runway so
as not to lose sight of the landing
area. Also the pilot has to fly at
exactly 500’ for the whole circuit
whilst reciting all of the checks. This
is completed with a Spot Landing
where the quality of the landing is
judged closely as well as the
touchdown point. Our results today
were:
1st David Mitchell 120 pts, 2nd
John Cleland 93 pts, 3rd Mark
Whatson and Rod Davison 87 pts.

RIVER BASH.
This is a co ordinated Flying
Exercise up the Maria River which
also requires careful attention from
the pilot to maintain exactly 600’,
keep the aircraft balanced at all
times and remain positioned
exactly over the centre of the river.
This is a low level operation so the
fuel pump for the Sling has to be
applied during the whole exercise.
This is great fun but does require
some careful concentration from
the pilot.
1st Mark Crawford 59 pts, 2nd John
Cleland and Rod Davison 56 pts,
3rd Jon Bown, Mark Whatson and
David Mitchell 43 pts.
FORCED LANDING.
Today we simulated a total engine
failure at 2000’, after which the pilot
has to choose a landing area and
go through all of the emergency

checks. The Sling glides very
efficiently at its best glide speed of
72 kts.
1st Rod Davison 83 pts, 2nd John
Cleland 59 pts, 3rd Mark Whatson
34 pts.
BONUS LANDING POINTS.
Bonus landing points are gained
simply by the pilot landing correctly
and smoothly on the mains, holding
the column hard back, (nose wheel
well above this runway) and
displaying the undercarriage
straddling the centre line. A
maximum of 40 points can be
gained with the two landings.
1st Rod Davison 30 pts, 2nd Mark
Crawford, Mark Whatson, John
Cleland, Jon Bown and David
Mitchell all on 10 pts.
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Ray Lind - Tri-Club Flying Competition.

Tri-Club Flying Competition.

Saturday, 10 October 2020, YTRE.
Event Details.
This event was postponed from last year.
The Manning River Aero Club Inc. will be
hosting this year's Annual Tri Club
Competition at Taree Airport on Saturday
10 October 2020 from 8.30 am to 4.30
pm.
This Flying Competition is between
Hastings District Flying Club - HDFC,
Manning River Aero Club, Royal
Newcastle Aero Club and Kempsey
Flying Club.

YTRE Airport Information.

Possible Events.

- "River Run" at 800 ft
- Steep Turn at 2000 ft

- Forced Landing from 2000 ft
Event Enquiries.

- HDFC Club Captain, Ray Lind,
captain@hdfc.com.au,
T: 0428 820 698

- MRAC Club Captain, Vaughan Durkin,
vadurkin@bigpond.com,

River Run.

T: 0407 144 120
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Fly & Spy - 31 October 2020.

I’m inviting all aviators to fly-in on Saturday, 31
October 2020 for a Fly & Spy Adventure with me.
Entry.

Dinner.

- You will form a team of minimum 2
persons. The pilot need not have a
cross country endorsement as the
navigation course is quite simple.
Student pilots can form a team with
their flying instructor.

- All are welcome for dinner.

- Entry fee is $10 per team.

- Dinner is at $20 per person.

- 2 aircraft from HDFC are available for
hire. Time slots available at 8 am, 9.30
am, 11 am, 12.30 pm, 2 pm and 3.30
pm. You will need to book for an
aircraft at HDFC's rate for at least
1-1/2hr duration.
- You may use your own aircraft and fly
anytime you like or arrange to book
and fly HDFC aircraft anytime before
the competition.
- You will answer a set of observation
questions and submit them after your
flight.

- Dinner starts at 6 pm.
- Choice of steak or chicken with
veggies, salads, desserts and
nibbles.

Prizes.

- First prize - $100
- Second prize - $70

Sue & Clyde Stubbs
Uncovering Secrets of the
Hastings from the Air.

- Third prize - $30
- Consolation prizes
- Loser's cabbage
Questions?
Contact Rod Davison on T: 0419 632 477
or E: president@hdfc.com.au

- Presentation of prizes will be held at
the club house during dinner.
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More events 2020.

Join us for the biggest event of the year with
presentation of awards to aviators and club members.
Saturday, 28 November 2020 from 6 pm at HDFC club house.

Christmas party on Friday, 18 December 2020 from
5 pm. Bring a dish to share.
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CFI Ramblings.

80
June 2020: CFI, Steve Smith
celebrated his 80th birthday.

Photo shows Steve with his 8
log books clocking more than
20,000 flying hours.

CFI Ramblings.
The weather has been superb. It’s the best time of the year for first solos and cross countries . However, carburettor ice has
been detected. If the engine starts to run rough, it’s no good looking for the carburettor heat knob as there isn’t one. The
Sling manual recommends slowing the aircraft to 75 kts and reducing power to approximately one third (3,000 rpm). It
worked for me last week and cleared the suspected ice.
We have had some wing damage lately. Low wing aircraft are great, but care must be taken when entering and leaving the
cockpit. As pilot in command, you must instruct your passengers so that no one steps outside the strengthened wing
walkway, which is black.
There are two aircraft noise abatement surveys going around. These are mostly directed at AIAC’s Diamond 40 aircraft. At
a recent airport meeting, it was decided that in order to be level at 1000 ft before reaching the houses in the SE corner,
that we would turn crosswind at 700ft. This works quite well. The other operators decided to turn crosswind at 1000ft. With
the Sling outperforming the competition, we must be careful not to cut inside any aircraft flying downwind . When there is
another aircraft circuiting ahead it may be necessary to climb to 1000 ft before turning crosswind.
Any ideas you have will be welcome.
If you find a defect in any aircraft, check the allowable defect part of the Maintenance Release as it may have already been
reported. However, if you’re NOT sure whether to U/S (unserviceable) the aircraft, enter the defect onto the maintenance
release but also put a U/S sign on the propellor and advise an instructor immediately.

Steve Smith CFI.
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Steve Smith - CFI Report - First Solos 2020
Post lockdown, the skies open again. Here we see First Solos May and June 2020

Jabyn Beddoe went first solo on 3 July
2020.

Johnathan Hopley went first solo on 5
June 2020.

David Massey went first solo on the
Gyrocopter 30 May 2020.

Husband and Wife, Jared Chapman and Alex Stathis both went first solo on 15 June 2020.

Mike Bullock: Healthy Competition.
Husband and Wife team Alex and Jared began their training late last year, but were foiled a number of times due to weather,
maintenance issues and the NSW bushfire emergency. Nevertheless, they persevered and by the end of January, had reached that
critical phase of their training where they were just beginning to land the aircraft unassisted. At that point, Alex’s 12 month stint at Port
Macquarie hospital had come to an end and they had to move back to Sydney. With their parents living in the local area, their
intention was to pop up to Port every few weeks to continue their training. Then the lockdown hit.
Fast forward five months and they were finally able to make their first trip back to Port, and wanted to get in as much flying as possible
in the week and a half they were in town. On getting back in the Sling, would you believe that, not only was it like they never left, they
had both improved significantly!
Their secret? Flying the sequence over and over in their minds, like the mental training done by top athletes. Like Alex said
after being congratulated on her first landing back in the Sling, ‘I’ve been thinking about that landing for a really long time...’
They knocked over their pre-solo air legislation and radio exams, and both scoring 24/25 and 29/30 respectively. Sounds suspicious,
but they each got different questions incorrect! On their forth flights for the week, both Jared and Alex went solo Monday morning.
Shows what dedication, hard work and a bit of friendly competition can do. Well done, guys. You’ve made your instructor, Mike
Bullock, very proud!
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HDFC During COVID-19 ISO
HDFC during lockdown.

Bruce’s boredom. Making CV-19 paper planes.

HDFC Members spending Friday social nights via Zoom.

CFI Steve Smith doing garden work instead of hanging out at
HDFC Bar on Friday evenings.

June 1988. Bruce Dunlop completed his PPL training at
the Auckland Aero Club, Ardmore.

HDFC takes precaution to be COVID-safe..

President Rod Davison doing hangar talks from home on
Friday evenings.
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HDFC During COVID-19 ISO
Aviators during lockdown: They have flashes.

1991 Aircraftsman Benn Farrawell learns to Glide at
RAAF Laverton

Peter Worrall in the Arvo Ashton, 1957.

Ray Lind flying the FlashPiper Arrow (PA28R- 200) to
qualify for his commercial licence in 1990.

CFI, Steve Smith’s First solo VH - ICD 1962 INVERELL

Young Chris Higgins with flying instructor Bob Needham,
1984 VH-PFJ at PMQ.

26 yo Phil Lamb with his first plane in 1977, a PA-140.
VH-TOF.

Vicky Whitfield as a teenager stationed at WRAF hospital
Ely. Sutton Bank York’s in open cockpit T21B.
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Information.

Airport News.
First signs of life returning to
Port Macquarie Airport with

Welcome New
HDFC Members.
March
Sam Beukers – Flying

direct Sydney / Port Macquarie
fights commencing from 15
June.
The terminal will open from
midday each day and close
around 5pm. Restricted public

Blake Lucas – Flying

access to the terminal to

Ethan (Yong) Huang – Flying

passengers only. Hand sanitiser

May

stations have been added to
each entrance and security

Basic Rules for
airside access.
- You must hold and display a
valid ASIC

- You must have a valid
reason to be airside (this is
fairly stringent under
security regulations).

Paul Pham – Flying

screening area, we are installing

- You may escort passengers

Peter Delosa – Flying

perspex screens on each check-

without ASIC directly to/

in and car rental counter and

from your aircraft ONLY.

Peter Fowler – Flying

have marked social distancing

Ken Hegarty – Flying

markers on the floor.

June

At this stage, the café will remain

Mark Al Klnani – Flying

closed. There is no news on the

Harry Freudenstien – Flying

return of Virgin Australia’s
services to Sydney at this stage

Steven Schwartz – Flying

and Alliance remain restricted by

Richard Toppazzini – Social

the border closures for now.

- Your ASIC is not approval to
be airside or let anyone
access airside. It is ID ONLY.

- An ASIC holder must
challenge any person who
does not display an ASIC or
appears to be
unauthorised.
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HDFC Club Information.
Aircraft for Hire.

Sling - $150/hour ($180/hour for non-members)

Payment of Accounts.
Members who direct deposit account payments are
reminded to reference their deposit with their name. This
includes deposits made at Regional Australia Bank branches.
The bank details are:
Regional Australia Bank, Hastings District Flying Club,
BSB: 932 000
Acct No: 500021367
You can also pay your account with EFTPOS or a Visa or
Mastercard, but you will need to come to the club. We are
unable to take such payments over the phone.

Memberships.
JOIN THE CLUB - If you wish to join us as a member of the
Hastings District Flying Club, please download our
Membership Kit here - http://goo.gl/jlK4C7
Flying membership - $100
Social membership - $40
Junior membership - $11

Cessna 182 VH-DUZ - $250/hour (contact David Mitchell)

Merchandise.
Visit our online store - https://www.hdfc.com.au/online-store
Shirt and Polo Shirt - $35
Broad brim hat - $25
Cap - $20
Cloth badge - $4
Come Fly With Me Book - $5
Fly Boy Book by Geoff Litchfield - $20

Flights.
Discovery Flight - $150 - purchase online http://bit.ly/
hdfcTIF or call us
Hangar rental - $190 per month

Flying Comp Lunch Roster.
19 July - Michelle Toppazzini
16 August - Lan Young
20 September - Fran Smith
10 October - Tri-Club Flying Comp at Taree

Chopper and Mike in Batplane. No kidding,
flying at 7500ft in 6 degrees freezing
temperatures

15 November - Lorraine Dunlop
Please confirm that you will be able to host lunch
on above dates by contacting Veronica on
0407779828 or email marketing@hdfc.com.au.

Follow Us.
https://www.facebook.com/HDFCPMQ
https://www.facebook.com/groups/HDFCgroup/
https://www.instagram.com/hdfcpmq
https://www.hdfc.com.au/news
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Aircraft Washing.

It is the individual pilot’s responsibility to care for our valuable aircraft. This not only involves washing and keeping
them clean and tidy but also in general movement of any aircraft within the hangar. Treat our aircraft as your very
own because as a member you have part ownership of these aircraft. Please take care of them and help us keep our
costs down by looking after them.
Why an aircraft washing roster? Our aircraft are our purpose. It is vital we care for these valuable assets. The benefits of regular
washing and cleaning are numerous. A roster is the best way to ensure this regularity.
Why me? This roster is sent to all regular Sling pilots. The HDFC committee believes it is the responsibility of all pilots who fly club
aircraft to ensure they are maintained in a clean and tidy manner. Sharing the load benefits all and keeps costs down.
How does it work? Two people are scheduled on a fortnightly basis. Washing can occur at any time during this period. The first
person listed should contact the one below to arrange a suitable time. Book the aircraft on the calendar.
If you cannot perform your duty in the allocated time period you may arrange a swap with another team. Any changes should be
clearly shown on the noticeboard roster.
The duty. Both Slings are to be washed. This can occur simultaneously or one after the other. Division of labour is your choice.
A box of cleaning materials including instructions is in the hangar. Please read instructions especially with regard to Perspex. When
finished please date and sign the duty roster also found in the box of cleaning materials.
Aircraft movement. The hangar is full with aircraft in close proximity. Please exercise extreme care in moving aircraft to avoid
damage. Pay particular attention to wingtips moving over propellors and windscreens. Ideally three people should be involved with
one on each wingtip and one moving.
Questions? Please contact Rod Davison if you have any questions or problems concerning this roster. He will act as the coordinator.
Thank you for your assistance in sharing the load.
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Rosters.
Aircraft Washing Roster.

Hospitality Roster.
Duty is from 5pm to 8pm of a Friday evening. If unavailable arrange a swap.
Volunteers are still required for this roster. If you can help please phone Rod on 0419632477.
10th July

Bruce Dunlop

4th Sept

Doug Toppazzini

17th July

Doug Toppazzini

11th Sept

Ray Lind

24th July

Rod Davison

18th Sept

David Toulson

31st July

Ray Lind

25th Sept

Veronica Lind

7th August

Mike Bullock

2nd Oct

Mike Bullock

14th August

Rod Davison

9th Oct

Rod Davison

21st August

Bruce Dunlop

16th Oct

Bruce Dunlop

28th August

Steve Smith
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MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE &
FLYING INSTRUCTORS
President
Vice President/Club Captain/Senior Flying Instructor
Chief Flying Instructor
Secretary
Treasurer
Editor, Marketing and Communications
Facilities Manager
Events Manager/RAAus Senior Flying Instructor
Aircraft Maintenance Co-ordinator
RAAus Senior Flying Instructor
RAAus & GA Senior Flying Instructor
RAAus Flying Instructor

Rod Davison | T: 0419 632 477 | E: president@hdfc.com.au
Ray Lind | T: 0428 820 698 | E: lindflight@gmail.com
Steve Smith | T: 0405 775 192 | E: cfi@hdfc.com.au
Bruce Dunlop | T: 0414 594 223 | E: secretary@hdfc.com.au
David Toulson | T: 0418 668 355 | E: treasurer@hdfc.com.au
Veronica Lind | T: 0407 779 828 | E: marketing@hdfc.com.au
Mark Crawford | T: 0415 554 619 | E: mc.1961@bigpond.com
Mike Bullock | T: 0412 237 787 | E: mrbullock@iinet.net.au
Douglas Toppazzini | T: 0410 184 606 | E: dougtoppazzini@gmail.com
Bob Needham | T: 0481 327 931 | E: induna191@gmail.com
David Massey | T: 0403.925.462 | E: david@massey.nu
Rod Hall | T: 0418 229 232 | E: rod@jetfighter.com.au

HASTINGS DISTRICT FLYING CLUB
P.O. Box 115, Port Macquarie, NSW 2444
T: (02) 6583 1695 | E: president@hdfc.com.au
www.hdfc.com.au

Vermilion Pinstripes is proud to be the publisher of Propwash and
enjoy bringing you stories that aviators and friends love.
We are a full service marketing and communications provider that
helps businesses thrive through purposeful and integrated
engagements with their customers and prospects by aligning sales
with branding, demand generation and communications to achieve
definite business value.
w/ vermilionpinstripes.com
e/ info@vermilionpinstripes.com
t/ +6140 777 9828 (Australia)
t/ +65 9681 7045 (Singapore)

HASTINGS DISTRICT FLYING CLUB
is where Aviators, their families and friends come
together to share their flying dreams since 1958
Since 1958, the Hastings District Flying Club (HDFC) Port
Macquarie brings aviators, their family and friends together to
share their flying dreams.
HDFC encourages air-mindedness and interest in aviation in the
youth of the Hastings district. It operates a flying club and
recreational aviation flying school with a hangar and club house
at Port Macquarie Airport on the NSW Mid North Coast. Friday
night is Club Night from 5pm, with a sausage sizzle every 1st
Friday— visitors welcome.
Club membership is $100 (flying) and $45 (social). The club
owns a Sling which is available for hire by HDFC Members for
$150/hr (including GST).
A monthly flying competition and BBQ lunch is held at the Port
Macquarie Airport on the 3rd Sunday of each month.

HASTINGS DISTRICT FLYING CLUB
P.O. Box 115, Port Macquarie, NSW 2444
T: (02) 6583 1695 | E: president@hdfc.com.au

www.hdfc.com.au

